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in reality actual facts, then we may presume that the royal
munificence as recorded by Yuan Chwang, must liave been probably
a formal affair for a monarch like Harsa could hardly afford to give
away his wealth in such a manner. The other characteristics,
as noted by Yuan Chwang, have already been illustrated in the
treatment which Harsa meted out Yuan Chwang in the discussions
which took place between the followers of the Hlnayana and
Mahayana schools of thought.
4,   Buddhism and Toleration
Despite controversies and schisms among themselves the Buddhists
of this age showed commendable toleration to other creeds. A good
example of Buddhist toleration can be found in the royal munificence
which was displayed by Harsa for eight successive days on the
"Arena of Charitable Offerings" at Po-lo-ye-kia (Prayaga). Yiian,
Chwang states that "the king directed them to portion out on this
space a square enclosure for distributing the charitable offerings,
enclosed by a bamboo hedge 1000 paces each side, and in the middle
to erect many scores of thatched buildings in which to deposit all
the treasures (intended for distribution} \ to wit, gold, silver, fine pearls,
red glass, the precious substance called the Ti-tidng-cliii (the
Indranila pearl), the Ta-tsing-chu (the Mahanila pearl), and etc. He
coustrxicted, moreover, by the side of these, several hundred store-
houses (long buildings) in which to place the silk and cotton
garments, the gold and silver money, and so on." Some time before
these preparations were made Harsa had summoned by decree
from all the Five Indies the ^ramaiias, heretics (Jamas) TSTirgranthas,
the poor and the bereaved to come to this Arena of Charity to come
and receive the gifts.
For this occasion Harsa, his contemporary ruler, friends and
subordinates all came to this place in all their splendour. Harsa
pitched his tent on the north bank of the Ganges, the " king of South
India," TitrLu-po-pa-cha (Dharasena ?) located himself on the west of
this junction, and Kumara Eaja by the southern side of the river
Jamuna. All the recipients of bounty occupied the area to the west
of the position taken up by Dharasena. On the morrow appointed
for this distribution the military followers of Siladitya (Harsa) and
of "Kumara Eaja embarked in ships, while the attendants of
3)harasena, mounted on their elephants and so arranged in an
imposing order they proceeded to the place, and there the "kings
^p 4-Hft AicrlitAArt p.nnntTies " ioined the cortege,